
YOUR GUIDE  
TO PROBATE

www.ghprobate.co.uk

Where to find us
About GH Probate
GH Probate is run by accountants who are used to 
dealing with HMRC, completing forms and crunching 
numbers. Although being authorised to carry out probate 
work is a relatively new activity for accountants, with 
years of experience in handling tax and financial affairs, 
we are perfectly placed to assist you, whether or not 
the person who has died was a client of our firm. Our 
comprehensive probate service is designed to make a 
challenging time that little bit easier; whether you’re just 
looking for some tax planning advice or you would like 
us to guide you through the process from start to finish, 
our specialists are here to help.

About George Hay  
Chartered Accountants
GH Probate work closely with George Hay Chartered 
Accountants, who have been established for over 
80 years and are widely known as the friendly, local 
accountancy firm who provide a high-quality, personalised 
service. Their clients trust them and recommend them to 
others. This, alongside their commitment to moving with 
the times and keeping the services offered up to date and 
relevant, has enabled them to maintain their long-standing 
position in the market place.

George Hay offer assistance and advice in a number 
of other areas, including:

• Audit services • Online accounting
• Bookkeeping • Payroll
• Financial planning • Tax planning
• Financial reporting • Inheritance Tax

They can do so much more, too. Please visit their 
website, www.georgehay.co.uk, to find out more 
about what they can do for you.

George Hay is the trading style of George Hay Partnership LLP.  
Registered in England and Wales number OC373025.

Registered office: Brigham House, High Street, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
SG18 0LD. Registered to carry on audit work in the UK and Ireland and 
regulated for a range of investment business activities by the Institute  
of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.

Biggleswade

Brigham House, 93 High Street,
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire SG18 0LD

t: 01767 315010
f: 01767 318388

Huntingdon

St George’s House, George Street,
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE29 3GH

t: 01480 426500
f: 01480 426501

Letchworth

Unit 1b, Focus 4, Fourth Avenue,
Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire SG6 2TU

t: 01462 708810
f: 01462 481603

GH Probate is the trading style of GH Probate Limited.  
Registered in England and Wales number 9630102. 

Registered Office: St George’s House, George Street, Huntingdon, 
Cambridgeshire PE29 3GH. Authorised to carry out the reserved legal 
activity of non-contentious probate in England and Wales by the Institute  
of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.

enquiries@ghprobate.co.uk



What help can I receive? 

GH Probate offers a comprehensive probate service, 
assisting with as many or as few functions of the 
executor as you wish. Our team have vast experience 
in this area and we undertake the role with sensitivity 
and discretion. 

There are a number of ways we can help you deal 
with the financial arrangements in the event of a 
bereavement and we will do as much or as little  
as you require. We can:

• Administer the realisation of all assets, such as  
bank accounts, property and share portfolios

• Assist in identifying all of the assets and liabilities  
of the estate

• Carry out the tasks for the executor

• Consider any Deed of Variation opportunities

• Distribute the assets of the estate according  
to the terms of the will 

• Obtain probate

• Prepare and submit any outstanding Personal  
Tax Returns up to the date of death

• Prepare estate tax returns and ensure all 
outstanding tax liabilities of the estate are settled 
before its distribution

• Prepare the final estate accounts

• Provide advice on tax planning opportunities  
for the estate and/or for beneficiaries who might  
be in charge of significant income or assets for  
the first time

• Provide ongoing inheritance tax and succession  
planning advice 

For estates liable to Inheritance Tax, 
before you can obtain probate, you 
have to complete a form and submit  
it to HMRC and pay the tax.

By using GH Probate, you can rest assured that 
everything will be carried out correctly and delays 
will be minimised. We only charge for what we do 
and we do not add on a percentage fee based on 
the value of the estate. We work together with you 
and ensure that you are always kept up to date  
with how an estate is progressing.

What is probate?

Probate is all about carrying out the wishes of 
someone who has passed away. Upon their death, 
a person called an ‘executor’ is appointed to deal 
with the assets and liabilities of the deceased, 
which can be a difficult role involving a number of 
responsibilities. At this stressful and emotional time, 
it can often be easier for the family to appoint a 
professional to assist them.

The role of the executor can be an 
onerous one. It is their job to identify 
all of the assets and liabilities of the 
estate, apply for probate and prepare 
estate tax returns, as well as deal with 
final estate accounts and oversee the 
distribution of assets. 

All of this can be a complicated and often time-
consuming process, with various rules, regulations 
and steps to adhere to. It also requires a calculation 
to determine whether inheritance tax is payable.

Why choose GH Probate?

We have been approved for a licence to provide 
probate services by the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in England and Wales (ICAEW); 
therefore, we can offer a comprehensive service 
without any need to involve a third party, simplifying 
the whole process for you.
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